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General James E. Cartwright is Commander, United States Strategic Command, Offutt 

Air Force Base, Neb. He is responsible for the global command and control of U.S. strategic 
forces to meet decisive national security objectives. USSTRATCOM provides a broad range of 
strategic capabilities and options for the President and Secretary of Defense. 

Command mission areas include full-spectrum global strike, space operations, computer 
network operations, Department of Defense information operations, strategic warning, integrated 
missile defense, and global C4ISR (Command, Control, Communications, Computers, 
Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance), combating weapons of mass destruction, and 
specialized expertise to the joint warfighter.  

General Cartwright was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Marine Corps in 
November 1971. He attended Naval Flight Officer training and graduated in April 1973. He 
attended Naval Aviator training and graduated in January 1977. He has operational assignments 
as an NFO in the F-4, and as a pilot in the F-4, OA-4, and F/A-18. 
General Cartwright's operational assignments include: Commanding General, First Marine 
Aircraft Wing (2000-2002), Deputy Commanding General Marine Forces Atlantic (1999-2000), 
Commander Marine Aircraft Group 31 (1994-1996), Commander Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 232 (1992), Fixed Wing Operations Marine Aircraft Group 24 (1991), Commander 
Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12 (1989-1990), Administration Officer and Officer-In-
Charge Deployed Carrier Operations VMFAT-101 (1983-1985), Aircraft Maintenance Officer 
VMFA-235 (1979-1982), Line Division Officer VMFA-333 USS NIMITZ (1975-1977), 
Embarkation OIC VMFA-251 & 232 (1973-1975). 

General Cartwright's staff assignments include: Director for Force Structure, Resources 
and Assessment, J-8 the Joint Staff (2002-2004); Directorate for Force Structure, Resources and 
Assessment, J-8 the Joint Staff (1996-1999); Deputy Aviation Plans, Policy, and Budgets 
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps (1993-1994); Assistant Program Manager for Engineering, F/A-
18 Naval Air Systems Command (1986-1989).  
General Cartwright was named the Outstanding Carrier Aviator by the Association of Naval 
Aviation in 1983. He graduated with distinction from the Air Command and Staff College, 
Maxwell AFB 1986, and received his Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies 
from the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island 1991. He was selected for and completed a 
fellowship with Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1994. 
 
 


