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Before joining CNA, he was an associate dean at Georgia Gwinnett College and a China Research Center
associate in Atlanta. His research interests include Chinese defense policy, China-Taiwan security, and
U.S.-China military relations. He holds a Ph.D. in foreign affairs from the University of Virginia. A retired U.S.
Army colonel, Dr. Willner was the first active-duty U.S. Defense Attaché equivalent since 1979 assigned to
Taiwan, in charge of a team representing U.S. Department of Defense interests and supporting U.S. Pacific
Command initiatives. Previously, he served as a rotary-wing aviation commander and staff officer and in
Defense Department positions coordinating Asia-Pacific strategy, plans, and policy, and providing regional
military analyses. He also served as the Director of International Relations and National Security Studies in
the Department of Social Sciences at West Point. He is a graduate of the Chinese People's Liberation Army
National Defense University's International Symposium Course in Beijing and the British Ministry of Defense
Language School in Hong Kong, where he studied Mandarin. Dr. Willner is co-editor of China's Nuclear
Future (Lynne Rienner, 2006) and is the author or co-author of numerous papers.

CNA is a non-profit research organization that operates the Center for Naval Analyses and the Institute for
Public Research. Through innovative analysis, CNA provides public sector organizations with the tools to
tackle complex problems. CNA's objective, empirical research and analysis help decision makers form
sound policies, make better informed decisions, and manage programs more effectively. In so doing, CNA
has established itself at the forefront of efforts to make our country safer and stronger, and our government
more efficient. The organization is defined by a unique brand of multi-disciplinary, field-based "real world"
research and analysis.

CNA China Studies is dedicated to providing sponsors and the public with the very best possible analyses of
China’s emerging role in the international order, important issues in U.S.-China relations, and critical
developments within China itself.



