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William C. Kirby is Spangler Family Professor of Business Administration at Harvard Business 
School and T. M. Chang Professor of China Studies at Harvard University. A historian by training, 
Professor Kirby examines contemporary China's business, economic, and political development in 
an international context. He writes and teaches on the growth of modern companies in China 
(Chinese and foreign; state-owned and private); Chinese corporate law and company structure; 
business relations across Greater China (PRC, Taiwan, Hong Kong); and China's relations with 
the United States and Europe. He has authored or co-authored more than fifty HBS cases on 
business in China, and his most recent book is Can China Lead? Professor Kirby's research and 
consulting have focused on strategies for business and education in China. Professor Kirby holds 
degrees from Dartmouth College, Harvard University, the Freie Universität Berlin (Dr. Phil. 
honoris causa), the Hong Kong Polytechnic University (Dr. Phil. honoris causa), and Hong Kong 
Baptist University (Dr. Humanities honoris causa). 


