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The Expanding Range of China’s Conventional Missiles

Credited maximum range based on open source reporting, in miles and kilometers,
shown in relation to Guam and other key regional points'

China’s newest bomber, the H-6K, can be

equipped the new YJ-12 ASCM or
CJ-20 LACM. Based on an antiquated Soviet
model, it has a large radar cross section that
allows for easy detection, and would also
need d the range of fighter
escorts to reach G

PLA Navy platforms equipped with the new
YJ-18 ASCM could complicate U.S. naval
operations near Guam, if they were able to
get into position without being detected.
China’s quietest YUAN- and KILO-class
diesel subs would have a better chance to
do this than its faster SHANG-class nuclear
subs or LUYANG-IIl destroyers.

China began deploying SRBMs in the late
1980s and fields at least 1200 today. It can
currently carry out precision strikes within

China deployed the DF-21C MRBM and

the firstisland chain (roughly out to the

ground-launched CJ-10 LACM in 2008, and the
1000-mile mark)

world’s first ASBM, the DF-21D, in 2010. The
DF-21D has yet to be successfully tested against
a moving target at sea. Public sources point to
roughly 200-500 ground launched CJ-10s,

300 DF-21s of all types, and a handful of
DF-16s and DF-21Ds.

The DF-26, unveiled in 2015, is reportedly
China’s first conventionally-armed ballistic
missile capable of reaching Guam. It is far
from accurate at this distance, with an open
source-reported CEP of 150-450m, and few
have likely been deployed thus far. The
reported DF-26 ASBM version is, like the
DF-21D, unproven
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1 Distances to key regional points measured from nearest point on China’s mainland (including Hainan), estimated using open source mapping software.

2 Naval data measured in days under way required to move into missile range from nearest point on China’s mainland (including Hainan), based on top speed and calculated in nautical miles.
3 Air data measured in distance from nearest point on China’s mainland (including Hainan), based on bomber’s maximum reported combat radius plus maximum missile range.
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