Dr. Marlene Laruelle
Director, Central Asia Program, Associate Director, Institute for European, Russian, and
Eurasian Studies, George Washington University, Co-Director, PONARS Eurasia

Dr. Marlene Laruelle is the Director of the Central Asia Program and Associate Director of the
Institute for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies at George Washington University. Dr.
Laruelle also serves as the Co-director of PONARS Eurasia, a network of over 125 academics
advancing new approaches to research on security, politics, economics, and society in Russia and
Eurasia. Dr. Laruelle’s research focuses on political, social and cultural changes in the post-Soviet
space. She explores the transformations of nationalist and conservative ideologies in Russia,
nationhood construction in Central Asia, as well as the development of Russia’s Arctic regions.
She has been the Principal Investigator of several grants on Russian nationalism, on Russia’s
strategies in the Arctic, and on Central Asia’s domestic and foreign policies from the US State
Department, the Defense Department, the National Science Foundation, Open Society
Foundations, Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Henry Luce Foundation, etc. Dr. Laruelle
was also previously a senior research fellow at the Russian and Eurasian Studies Program at the
School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University in Washington DC. She
was also senior research fellow at the Central Asia-Caucasus Institute & Silk Road Studies
Program.

Dr. Laruelle has previously testified before the Commission in 2015.



