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Mr. Jesse Karotkin is the Senior Intelligence Officer (SIO) for China at the Office of Naval
Intelligence (ONI). He oversees the Navy’s production of intelligence analysis and collection
priorities related to China. Mr. Karotkin was selected as a Defense Intelligence Senior Leader
(DISL) in November 2011.

Prior to this position, Mr. Karotkin served as Country Director for China in the Office of the
Secretary of Defense for Policy, where he coordinated the 2011 Annual Report to Congress on
Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic of China and supported
DoD leadership on a range of issues related to China’s military and maritime development.

Mr. Karotkin also served as the senior analyst for East Asia in OPNAV N2NG6, providing
Intelligence support to the Chief of Naval Operations, Secretary of the Navy, and DCNO for
Information Dominance. Prior to his assignments in OSD and OPNAV, he was an analyst
with ONI’s China Strategy and Doctrine Division and worked for the Intellibridge
Corporation. He has 10 years of government service.

Mr. Karotkin received a bachelor’s of arts degree in political science and East Asian studies
from Union College in Schenectady, New York, where he was awarded the Ronald Amarian
Prize for excellence in the study of Mandarin Chinese. He earned his master’s of arts degree
in international affairs from George Washington University’s Elliott School of International
Affairs. Mr. Karotkin has published several articles on defense issues related to China. He
spent over three years living and working in China and is fluent in Mandarin Chinese.



