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James Holmes holds the J. C. Wylie Chair of Maritime Strategy at the Naval War College and 
served on the faculty of the University of Georgia School of Public and International Affairs. A 
former U.S. Navy surface-warfare officer, he was the last gunnery officer in history to fire a 
battleship’s big guns in anger, during the first Gulf War in 1991. He earned the Naval War College 
Foundation Award in 1994, signifying the top graduate in his class. His books include Red Star 
over the Pacific, an Atlantic Monthly Best Book of 2010 and a fixture on the Navy Professional 
Reading List. General James Mattis deems him “troublesome.”  

Dr. Holmes previously testified before the Commission in 2007 on the implications of China’s 
energy consumption.  

 

  


