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Thank you Chairman Bartholomew and Members of the Commission for inviting me to 
testify and the Commission staff for putting together this panel. I work for the 
Congressional-Executive Commission on China, which monitors human rights and rule 
of law in China. I am responsible for the Commission’s reporting on media freedom. This 
year, the Congressional-Executive Commission on China has found that Chinese 
authorities continue to control the media to their advantage. The June 12 Iranian 
presidential election is a case in point and that is what I will focus on today.  
 
During the first week after the Iran election, Chinese media coverage was extensive.1 
Media from the top down were all reporting on it.2 Newspapers, Web sites, and TV 
programs showed graphic images of the protests.3 There was less coverage of the protests 
relative to other election news and little discussion of the political implications of the 
election for China.4 But the coverage appeared relatively neutral in tone and not highly 
politicized.  
 
This started to change a week after the election. First, propaganda authorities reportedly 
ordered Chinese media to pull back coverage of the protests. Only reports from major 
media outlets were allowed. Web sites deleted comments that did not conform to the 
official line.5 
 
Then, prompted by developments on the ground, central media began to issue editorials 
attacking the “West.” By central media, I refer to outlets such as Xinhua, People’s Daily, 
Guangming Daily, and Global Times, all of which are under the control of the central 
government or Communist Party. What did these editorials in central media claim? 
 
First, Chinese central media6 claimed that the “West” was using Twitter to interfere in 
Iran’s “internal affairs.” Here, Chinese central media cited the U.S. State Department’s 
request of Twitter, that Twitter delay scheduled maintenance so that Iranians could 
continue using Twitter to share information.7  
 
Second, Chinese central media claimed that the “Western” media were serving the 
interests of “Western” governments. Chinese central media said “Western” media were 
manufacturing unrest in Iran. Chinese central media claimed Voice of America and BBC 
were “Western” government mouthpieces bent on dividing Iran.8 Chinese central media 
claimed the American media, following the U.S. government’s lead, focused too much 
attention on Twitter and Facebook.9 In a word, Chinese central media said the “Western” 
media were “biased.”  
 
Third, Chinese central media sought to paint Twitter and other online tools in a negative 
light. Chinese central media said Twitter had been used to spread false information. They 



said it was undemocratic since most Iranians who were using Twitter at the time were 
opposition supporters.10   
 
Finally, Chinese central media claimed that tough statements by “Western” leaders 
amounted to interference. They cited President Obama’s “the world is watching” 
statement, U.S. Congressional resolutions condemning Iran’s response to the protests, 
and statements from British and Israeli leaders.11  
 
That being said, Chinese media were not monolithic in their coverage and not all 
commentary about the United States and the “West” was as heated. However, the more 
pronounced views I’ve just described were transmitted through central media outlets, 
meaning we can safely assume they were vetted at high levels. 
 
There are a couple of takeaways I would like to leave you with: 
 
First, when Chinese officials need to, they still can effectively shape coverage in their 
favor. They can issue broad restrictions, while using the central media to promote the 
official view. They remove dissenting views from the Internet. We have seen this 
following unrest in Tibet and Xinjiang and we saw this in the case of the Iran election. 
It’s important to keep in mind, however, that Chinese media and citizens continue to test 
the boundaries of China’s censorship. 
 
Second, in this case, Chinese central media selectively used what they perceived the 
“West” was doing in Iran to bolster the Chinese government’s official view on both the 
“Internet” and the “West.”  
 
Chinese officials remain wary of the Internet’s perceived potential for disruption.  They 
blocked access to Twitter, Fanfou (a domestic version of Twitter), and YouTube during 
the 20th anniversary of the Tiananmen protests and following recent unrest in Xinjiang.12 
They continue to subject audio and video sharing Web sites to increased regulation and 
scrutiny.13 The Iran election allowed them to argue that Twitter and similar sites are 
forces for instability. 
 
Chinese officials also believe that the “West” dominates international opinion through its 
media and that China should counter this monopoly by enhancing China’s own media 
abroad.14 The Iran election gave officials another opportunity to attempt to discredit the 
“Western” press as a biased and destabilizing force of governments bent on interfering in 
others’ affairs.  
 
In sum, while the regular Chinese news reports appeared open at first, Chinese control 
over the media kicked in when developments on the ground played into central 
authorities’ broader arguments about “Western” interference.  
 
The Congressional-Executive Commission on China is releasing its 2009 Annual Report 
in October. This report will contain more extensive coverage of these and related topics 
and I encourage you to read it on our Web site soon.  



 
Thank you.  
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