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Cory Combs is Associate Director at political economy research firm Trivium China. He oversees the 
company’s cross-cutting climate, energy, and industrial policy research and runs its supply chain risk 
advisory services, supporting government agencies, multinational manufacturers, mining companies, and 
investors on China policy and strategy. He is a member of the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations 
and a regular speaker at conferences and events in the US, EU, and Asia. He is regularly cited in US and 
international media, contributing analysis to AP, Reuters, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, the 
Financial Times, S&P Global, Bloomberg, Politico, and National Geographic, among others. Previously, 
he worked on energy technology commercialization at the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), serving on 
the portfolio management team for the DOE Loan Programs Office’s then $20 billion investment portfolio. 
He is a contributing author in the Springer Nature Handbook of Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation 
(4th edition) and has produced both public policy and peer-reviewed academic research on Chinese 
industrial policy, energy system reform, and critical minerals investment.  

Mr. Combs studied astrophysics and philosophy at Yale University and received his master’s (with Honors) 
from Johns Hopkins SAIS, where he studied energy economics and Chinese politics. He was a Yale-China 
Fellow in Changsha, Hunan province and was twice awarded the Starr Excellence in China Studies 
Fellowship by Johns Hopkins SAIS. 

Mr. Combs has not previously testified before the Commission.   

 


