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Dr. Erica Downs is a Senior Research Scholar at the Center on Global Energy Policy at 
Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs, focusing on Chinese energy 
markets and geopolitics. She has over 20 years of experience working in the public and non-
profit sectors. She previously worked as a senior research scientist in the China Studies program 
of the CNA Corporation, a senior analyst in the Asia practice at Eurasia Group, a fellow in the 
John L. Thornton China Center at the Brookings Institution, an energy analyst at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, and a lecturer at the Foreign Affairs College in Beijing, China. She holds a 
Ph.D. and an M.A. from Princeton University and a B.S. from the Edmund A. Walsh School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown University. 

Dr. Downs most recently testified before the Commission for the 2019 hearing on, “An Emerging 
China-Russia Axis? Implications for the United States in an Era of Strategic Competition,” as 
well as in 2015, 2013, 2011, 2008, and 2006.  

 


