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Elsa B. Kania is an Adjunct Senior Fellow with the Technology and National Security Program 
at the Center for a New American Security. Her research focuses on Chinese military strategy, 
military innovation, and emerging technologies. Ms. Kania’s book, Fighting to Innovate, is 
forthcoming with the Naval Institute Press in 2023. At CNAS, Ms. Kania has contributed to the 
Artificial Intelligence and Global Security Initiative and the “Securing Our 5G Future” program, 
while acting as a member of the Digital Freedom Forum and the research team for the Task 
Force on Artificial Intelligence and National Security. Ms. Kania also works in support of the 
U.S. Air Force’s China Aerospace Studies Institute through its Associates Program, is a Non-
Resident Fellow in Indo-Pacific Defense with the Institute for the Study of War, and is a Non-
Resident Fellow with the Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s International Cyber Policy 
Centre. Currently, Ms. Kania is a PhD candidate in Harvard University's Department of 
Government. Her dissertation examines military learning and innovation in comparative 
perspective. 

Ms. Kania has testified before the Commission twice, most recently at its 2019 hearing titled 
“Technology, Trade, and Military-Civil Fusion: China’s Pursuit of Artificial Intelligence, New 
Materials, and New Energy.” 


