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Dr. Zachary M. Howlett is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Yale-NUS College at the 
National University of Singapore, where he holds a courtesy joint appointment in the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology and serves as an Associate in the Centre for Population Research. Dr. 
Howlett’s research examines meritocracy, migration, and demographic change in China and the Chinese 
diasporas. He is the author of Meritocracy and Its Discontents: Anxiety and the National College 
Entrance Exam in China (Cornell University Press, 2021), which is based on two years of field research 
in rural and urban Chinese high schools (2011–13). He has been a fellow at the Harvard Academy for 
International and Area Studies in the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs and is a member of 
the board of the Society for East Asian Anthropology of the American Anthropological Association.  

Dr. Howlett earned his PhD and MA in Anthropology from Cornell University and a BA in German 
studies magna cum laude from Brown University. Before commencing his PhD studies, he lived and 
worked in China as a teacher, translator, and entrepreneur for seven years in the late 1990s and early 
2000s. He was a recipient of the U.S. Department of Education Jacob K. Javits Fellowship and the 
Mellon Foundation/International Institute of Education (IIE) Graduate Research Fellowship. 
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