
Kristin Vekasi 

Associate Professor, Political Science and School of Policy and International Affairs, 

University of Maine 
 

 
 

Kristin Vekasi is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science and School of Policy and 

International Affairs at the University of Maine. Her research focuses on trade and investment strategies in 

changing geopolitical environments, and the political risk management of supply chains. She specializes in 

Northeast Asia, and has spent years conducting research in China, Japan, and South Korea. Her book Risk 

Management Strategies of Japanese Companies in China (Routledge 2019) explores how Japanese 

multinational corporations mitigate political risk in China. Her current research examines how Japan, China, 

and the United States cooperate and compete to manage complex supply chains in Southeast Asia, focusing 

on industries essential for the transition to green energy. 
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