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Gabriel Collins is the Baker Botts Fellow in Energy & Environmental Regulatory Affairs at Rice 
University's Baker Institute. He was previously an associate attorney at Baker Hostetler, LLP, and is the 
co-founder of the China SignPost™ (洞察中国) analysis portal. Collins has worked in the Department of 
Defense as a China analyst and as a private sector global commodity researcher, authoring more than 100 
commodity analysis reports, both for private clients and for publication. 
 
Collins’ research portfolio is global. His work currently focuses on legal, environmental and economic 
issues relating to water — including the food-water-energy nexus — as well as unconventional oil and 
gas development, and the intersection between global commodity markets and a range of environmental, 
legal and national security issues. His analysis draws from a broad swath of geospatial and other data 
streams, and often incorporates insights from sources in Chinese, Russian and Spanish. 
 
Collins received his B.A. from Princeton University and a J.D. from the University of Michigan Law 
School. He is licensed to practice law in Texas. 
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