
Dean Cheng 

Senior Research Fellow in Asian Studies, Heritage Foundation  
 
 

 
 

Dean Cheng is the senior research fellow in Asian Studies at the Heritage Foundation. He 
specializes in China’s military and foreign policy, including its relationship with the rest of Asia 
and with the United States. Cheng has written extensively on China’s military doctrine, the 
technological implications of its space program, and “dual use” issues associated with the 
communist nation's industrial and scientific infrastructure. 
 
Prior to his position at the Heritage Foundation, Cheng worked in senior analytical roles at the 
Science Applications International Corp. (SAIC) and the China Studies division of the Center for 
Naval Analyses (CNA). He was also an analyst in the International Security and Space Program 
at the Office of Technology Assessment. 
 
Cheng is regularly interviewed by public affairs shows and media outlets. Recent relevant 
publications include “The US-Japan Alliance and Deterring Gray Zone Coercion in the Maritime, 
Cyber, and Space Domains” (2017) and Cyber Dragon: Inside China's Information Warfare and 
Cyber Operations (2016). 
 
Mr. Cheng testified most recently at the Commission’s 2019 hearing on “‘World-Class’ Military: 
Assessing China’s Global Military Ambitions.” He has also testified at the Commission’s 2015 
hearing on “China’s Space and Counterspace Programs,” 2011 hearing on “China’s Active 
Defense Strategy and Its Regional Impact,” and 2007 hearing on “China’s Military Modernization 
and Its Impact on the United States and the Asia-Pacific.” 
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