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Yuen Yuen Ang is a professor of political science and China scholar at the University of Michigan, Ann 

Arbor, who studies China's political economy and bureaucracy. In 2021, she was named by Apolitical 

among the 100 Most Influential Academics in Government. She is the inaugural recipient of the Theda 

Skocpol Prize for Emerging Scholar, awarded by the American Political Science Association for “impactful 

empirical, theoretical and/or methodological contributions to the study of comparative politics." She is the 

author of How China Escaped the Poverty Trap (2016) and China's Gilded Age (2020), and has won book 

and essay awards across disciplines. She graduated with a BA from Colorado College and a PhD from 

Stanford University.  

 

Besides her scholarly publications, Ang writes for a broad audience in outlets such as Boston Review, 

Foreign Affairs, and Project Syndicate. Foreign Affairs named her writing among "The Best of Books" and 

"The Best of Print." Her most recent essay in Foreign Affairs is "Decoding Xi Jinping: How will China's 

Bureaucrats Interpret His Call for Common Prosperity?" (December 2021). Her second book, China's 

Gilded Age, has been quoted by the Financial Times, The Economist, The New York Times, and other outlets, 

in connection with China's "common prosperity" drive. It argues that China's combination of hyper growth 

and socio-economic woes is best understood in historical comparison to the United States during the late 

19th century. 

 

Dr. Ang previously testified before the Commission in January 2021. 

 


