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Caitlin Talmadge is Associate Professor of Security Studies in the School of Foreign Service at
Georgetown University, as well as Senior Non-Resident Fellow in Foreign Policy at the
Brookings Institution.

Professor Talmadge’s research and teaching focus on defense policy, civil-military relations,
U.S. military operations and strategy, deterrence and escalation, and security issues in Asia and
the Persian Gulf. She is author of the award-winning book, The Dictator’s Army: Battlefield
Effectiveness in Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell, 2015), and co-author of U.S. Defense Politics:
The Origins of Security Policy (Routledge, 2021), now in its fourth edition. Dr. Talmadge is
currently writing a book on the role of nuclear escalation risk in world politics. She is also in the
final stages of a two-year study examining the strategic military implications of potential
Chinese control of Taiwan.

Dr. Talmadge is a graduate of Harvard (A.B., Government, summa cum laude) and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Ph.D., Political Science). She is a Term Member of the
Council on Foreign Relations and a Research Affiliate in the MIT Security Studies Program. Her
work has received funding from the Department of Defense, the Carnegie Corporation, the Smith
Richardson Foundation, and the Stanton Foundation, among others. Previously, she worked as a
researcher at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a consultant to the Office of Net
Assessment at the U.S. Department of Defense, and a professor at the George Washington
University.

Dr. Talmadge has not previously testified before the Commission.
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