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Alison Kaufman is a principal research scientist in China Studies at CNA Corporation. At CNA Dr. 
Kaufman has worked on issues related to China’s and Taiwan’s military culture, Chinese foreign and 
security policy, and cross-Strait relations. Her personal research focuses on the historical origins of and 
current trends in Chinese strategic and foreign policy debates. Dr. Kaufman studied Chinese in Beijing 
and in Taipei. She holds a Ph.D. in political science from the University of California, Berkeley with a 
focus on Chinese political philosophy.  
 
Dr. Kaufman testified before the Commission at its 2011 hearing, “China's Narratives Regarding 
National Security Policy.”  
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