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Welcome back to the hearing.  I’m pleased to co-chair this hearing on these three 
important topics, which have significant implications for U.S. security and for 
international peace and security.   

In our first panel this afternoon, the Commission will explore China’s cyber 
warfare activities.  The Commission has found that Chinese military strategists have 
embraced the use of cyber attacks as a military tactic and part of the Chinese military 
doctrine. Such attacks, if carried out strategically on a large scale, could have catastrophic 
effects on the target country’s critical infrastructure.  The purpose of this panel is to 
examine what capabilities the Chinese military has developed, and what the impact of a 
potential attack would be on U.S. security and critical infrastructure. 

Our last panel of the day will examine China’s proliferation practices and 
nonproliferation commitments.  Last year in its Annual Report the Commission 
concluded that China’s nonproliferation record has improved, especially after the 
establishment of its domestic export control system.  However, serious concerns remain 
about the continued transfer of weapons and technology.  China is a party to numerous 
nonproliferation agreements which create obligations to prevent the use of weapons of 
mass destruction and also to prevent the spread of WMD technology, materials, and 
delivery systems.  The United States, also as a party to its international agreements on 
nonproliferation, can play a positive role in encouraging China’s compliance. 

I look to the testimony of our expert witnesses and to the recommendations that 
they may provide for consideration by the Commission.  Thank you again for 
participating in the hearing and we’ll begin with our first panel this afternoon.  
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