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Cover Photo: 
Chinese sentries stand watch in front of a statue of Confucius at the edge of Tiananmen Square in Beijing.  
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Executive Summary 
 
In recent years, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has undertaken an official rehabilitation of imperial 
/ƘƛƴŀΩs preeminent social philosopher Kong Zi, ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ŀǎ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎΦέ hƴŎŜ ŀ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ 
of official condemnation in Mao-ŜǊŀ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦŜǳŘŀƭ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǾƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛcial propaganda as a 
national icon of CƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ as well as a symbol ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ welfare. 
 
The CCP has turned to Confucian ideals ς or at least, to the promotion of a selective interpretation of 
the Confucian tradition ς for several reasons. In the face of widespread public cynicism regarding 
traditional Communist ideology, the Party has undertaken a search for an alternative philosophical 
tradition that could appeal to the public without ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻŦficial 
Marxist theories on politics and social development. The CCP is also facing widespread social unrest 
sparked by disparate factors such as income inequality, environmental pollution, and official corruption. 
Alarmed by the potential threat this unresǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 
authorities have repeatedly invoked ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ have also promoted broad 
propaganda campaigns, both domestically and abroad, ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ άIŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎ 
Societyέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ άtŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ   
 
In this environment, Confucianism presents itself to the authorities as a natural choice. The emphasis 
within Confucian philosophy on ethical behavior, self-discipline and cultivation, and simple living 
dovetails well with the efforts of senior government leaders to portray themselves as dedicated 
corruption fighters concerned with the welfare of the common man. Through the Confucian emphasis 
on public service via loyalty to the existing social order, the selective promotion of Confucian teachings 
also provides a pillar of support for authoritarian and paternalistic politics. Furthermore, hearkening 
back to Confucianism offers an indigenous tradition of social philosophy that satisfies nationalist 
impulses, while simultaneously presenting a gentler humanist face to audiences both at home and 
abroad. 

 
To this end, in recent years Confucian iconography has been employed extensively by the Chinese state 
propaganda apparatus: in the opening ceremonies for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games; in an historical 
epic film about Confucius produced by a state-owned film company in 2009; and in a large statue of 
/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΩǎ ¢ƛŀƴŀƴƳŜƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлммΦ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ 
virtuous public service have also surrounded the depictions of senior Party leaders in the state press, 
accompanied by very Confucian-esque exhortations to lower-level CCP cadres to avoid the temptations 
of corruption.  

 
Due to its high suitability to the public relations needs of the Party, ά//t /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴƛǎƳέ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
remain a staple of Chinese Government-sponsored propaganda in the years ahead. It remains to be 
seen, however, how much influence this emerging state-sponsored philosophy will actually have ς either 
in terms of reassuring foreign audiences, ƻǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
commitment to public welfare and social justice. 
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Introduction κ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ άIŀǊƳƻƴȅέ ƛƴ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ //t tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ 
 
Once attacked in official Chinese Communist Party (CCP) propaganda as the embodiment of all that was 
backward in China, /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴƛǎƳΩǎ focus on order, hierarchy, and familial/social obligations was 
condemned by the CCP as a feudal relic, and an ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩs own utopian visions of social 
transformation. This propaganda theme was demonstrated most directly following the 1971 alleged 
failed ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŜǘŀǘ and mysterious death of PLA Marshall Lin Biao. Lin was subsequently lumped together 
with the ancient philosopher in a 1973-1974 nationwide Ƴŀǎǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ά/ǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ [ƛƴ .ƛŀƻ ŀƴŘ 
/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎΦέ1 In the esoteric ideological formulations of the time, the line of attack directed against this 
incongruous pairing was that 
 

Lin was a reactionary parallel to Confucius, in that Lin had opposed Mao just as Confucius had 
stood against the politically centralizing and economically progressive policies of the emerging 
feudal and anti-aristocratic states of the fifth century B.C. By a similar historical leap, Mao Zedong 
could be compared to the third-century B.C. Emperor Qin Shi Huangdi, who had done so much to 
unify China.2 

 

 
Image top left: A propaganda poster exhorts ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ /ǊƛǘƛŎƛȊƛng Lin Biao and Confucius is a Great 

Matter for ǘƘŜ 9ƴǘƛǊŜ tŀǊǘȅΣ !ǊƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ 
Source: http://okie-east.blogspot.com/2010/11/21st-century-dazibao.html. 

 
Image top right: At a Cultural Revolution-era public meeting in Qufu, Shandong Province (the home town of 

Confucius), residents take part in ritual denunciations of Lin Biao and Confucius.  
Source: ά5ŜŎƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ Cŀƭƭ ƻŦ [ƛƴ .ƛŀƻΣέ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ !ƴƎƭƻ-Chinese Understanding (reprinted from China Now, No. 30, 

March 1973). http://www.sacu.org/linbiao.html. 

 

 
 

                                                           
1
 Roderick MacFarquhar and Michael Schoenhals, aŀƻΩǎ [ŀǎǘ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ (Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press, 

2006), pp. 366-373. 
2
 Jonathan Spence, The Gate of Heavenly Peace: the Chinese and their Revolution, 1895-1980 

 (London, UK: Penguin Books, 1981), pp. 400. 

http://okie-east.blogspot.com/2010/11/21st-century-dazibao.html
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However, in recent years Confucius ς just like many Chinese who suffered during the Cultural Revolution 
ς has been granted a political rehabilitation by the Party. Although a youthful Hu Jintao cut his teeth as a 
Tsinghua University political instructor in the mid-1960s3 ς and may have dutifully taken part in the 
ά/ǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ [ƛƴ .ƛŀƻ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎέ mass campaigns ς as CCP General Secretary Hu Jintao has dusted off 
the great philosopher and put him to work for the Party.  
 
Fearful of unrest that could threaten its ruling status, the CCP Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǎǎŜǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀŎȅ ƻŦ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ ( ᴪ  /  shehui wending) ŀƴŘ άƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊέ̂ ᴪ / ǎƘŜƘǳƛ ȊƘƛΩŀƴ) in 
propaganda4 messaging directed at the public, as well as treating these factors as a primary criteria for 
evaluating the performance of CCP cadres.5 (For a more detailed discussion of social unrest in China and 
ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩs response, see the ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 25, 2011 hearƛƴƎΣ ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
Internal Dilemmas,έ available at www.uscc.gov.) The CCP has therefore ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴ 
cultural heritage as a potential asset, and Confucian values of social stability, hierarchy, and respect for 
authority are in official favor once again. SƛƴŎŜ IǳΩǎ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ power these messages have been 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ŀǇǇŀǊŀǘǳǎ, and Confucius is now regularly praised in 
the state media.6  
 

 

Confucian Philosophy and its Role in Chinese History 
 
Confucian philosophy has been a fundamental element in the development of Chinese civilization. The 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴƛǎƳ ŀ 
formative factor in the cultural and historical development of countries such as Korea, Vietnam, and 
Japan. Confucius himself (in Chinese Kong ZiΣ ƻǊ άaŀǎǘŜǊ YƻƴƎέύ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇƘilosopher who lived in 
the 5th century BCE, hailing from the town of Qufu in modern-day Shandong Province. He was both a 
teacher and a civil official, serving as Minister for Public Works and Minister for Justice in the northeast 
Chinese state of Lu. Due to court politics he also spent time in exile, wandering and teaching in other 
kingdoms. His best known work is the Lun Yu όά!ƴŀƭŜŎǘǎέύΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ of his aphorisms on morality, 
social relationships, and the responsibilities of both family and public life.7   
 
At an individual level, the teachings of Confucius emphasized the importance of education, self-
cultivation, and self-discipline; observing public rituals; and maintaining hierarchical and properly 
ordered family and social relationships. In the political sphere, Confucius emphasized that political 

                                                           
3
 Willy Lam, Chinese Politics in the Hu Jintao Era (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2006), p.5; see also China VitaeΣ άIǳ 

Jintao έ όbiographical entry), http://www.chinavitae.com/biography/Hu_Jintao/career. 
4
 Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻǊ άǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀέ ό  / xuanchuan) does not necessarily 

carry the pejorative connotations of falsehood contained within its English equivalent. It is in the more neutral 
Chinese sense of the term -- i.e., that of informational messages that publicize and promote a particular political 
point of view -- that the word "propaganda" will be employed in this paper. 
5
 .ŜŀǘǊƛȊ /ŀǊǊƛƭƭƻΣ ά/ƻǳƴǘȅ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ aƛȄŜŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΣέ Provincial 

China, Vol. 2, No. 1, September 2010; and Kjeld Erik Brødsgaard and Yongnian Zheng (eds.), The Chinese 
Communist Party in Reform (New York, NY: Routledge, 2006), pp. 134-135. 
6
 !ǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǎŜŜΥ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴƛǎƳΣ !ƎŜ-hƭŘ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ .ǳǘ {ǘƛƭƭ wŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΣέ Xinhua News Service (in 

English), September 7, 2010. http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/indepth/2010-09/07/c_13482303_2.htm. 
7
 This summary material in this section on Confucian philosophy is drawn from Jeffrey Riegel, "Confucius", entry 

contained within The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2011 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.). 
http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2011/entries/confucius. 
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subordinates owed loyalty and service to their rulers, but that rulers bore responsibility for behaving 
virtuously and with benevolent concern for the welfare of those beneath them. During the Han Dynasty 
(206 BCE ς 220 CE), Confucianism was adopted as the official state ideology, and an imperial academy 
was founded for the cultivation of Confucian scholars. During the Sui Dynasty (581τ618 CE), this official 
patronage evolved into an examination system for public office that was grounded upon study of the 
Confucian classics. This nationwide civil service examination system endured until 1905, nearly through 
to thŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŘȅƴŀǎǘȅΦ8  
 

 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ άIŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿŦƻǳƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƛŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ official narrative ƻŦ ŀ άIŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎ 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ όᴪ/ Hexie Shehui). This propaganda theme emphasizes: ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ōŜƴŜǾƻƭŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ 
for the welfare of the common man; an (at least nominal) effort to balance growth more evenly 
betweŜƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƘŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ-nots; and, above all, the clearly implied responsibilitȅ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
citizens not to challenge CCP rule. In this political environment, the Confucian emphasis on ethical 
behavior and loyalty to the existing political order has made the Chinese government a belated convert 
to Confucian philosophy ς or at least, it would very much like for its citizens to internalize selected 
aspects of Confucian philosophy. As stated by Dr. Cheng Li, a scholar of Chinese politics at the Brookings 
Institution,"[Confucianism is] such a big basket you can select whatever you want. They will ask people 
to behave appropriately, not too aggressive, not use violence and don't pursue revolution."9 
 
The articulation of a new CCP Confucianism10 by the Chinese authorities may also be motivated in part 
by the desire to fill a psychological vacuum left by the widespread loss of faith in Marxism, and the go-go 
materialism that followed in its wake. As stated again by Dr. [ƛΣ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ϦŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΧ ώǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎϐ ŀ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ11 
Alongside the dramatic economic transformation of Chinese society over the past three decades, the 
leaders of the CCP have long fretted that foreign ideas might come in to fill this values gap ς and, as 
purǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ ōȅ 5ŜƴƎ ·ƛŀƻǇƛƴƎΣ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ άƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƛr, and at the same 
time fight the flies and insectsέ that enter the house.12  
 
Throughout the post-Mao reform era, the authorities have made intermittent efforts to strike back 
against tƘŜǎŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ άŦƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ.έ These efforts have ranged ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά!nti-Spiritual Pollution 
/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴέ ƻŦ мфуо,13 to more recent efforts in the wake of Middle Eastern άŎƻƭƻǊ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ 

                                                           
8
 Ichisada Miyazaki (trans. by Conrad Schirokauer), /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ IŜƭƭΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

Imperial China (Princeton, NJ: Yale Univ. Press, 1976). 
9
 ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ {ǘŀǘǳŜ {Ƙƻǿǎ ¦Ǉ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ¢ƛŀƴŀƴƳŜƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣέ Huffington Post, posting dated Jan. 14, 2011. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/14/confucius-statue-tiananmen-square_n_809038.html. 
10

 ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άbŜƻ-/ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴƛǎƳέ ƛǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǎŎƘolars to describe a syncretic school of 
Confucianism that developed in the 12

th
 century, and which ultimately emerged as the orthodox school of 

/ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ /ƘƛƴŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άbŜǿ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴƛǎƳέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ 
movement that emerged in the Republican Period in 20

th
 Century China. To avoid confusion, this paper will refer to 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴƛǎƳ ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ ŀǎ ά//t /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴƛǎƳΦέ 
11

 ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ {ǘŀǘǳŜ {Ƙƻǿǎ ¦Ǉ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ¢ƛŀƴŀƴƳŜƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣέ Huffington Post, posting dated Jan. 14, 2011. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/14/confucius-statue-tiananmen-square_n_809038.html. 
12

 Orville Schell, aŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴΥ ¢ƘŜ [ŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ¢ƛŀƴŀƴƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜȄǘ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ (New 
York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 1994), p. 357. 
13

 tƛŎƻ LȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ƛƪƳŀƴΣ ά/ƘƛƴŀΥ .ŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ tƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΣέ Time, November 28, 1983. 
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the unsuitability to developing countries oŦ ǘƘŜ ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƳƻŘŜƭΦέ14  The ruling authorities of 
the CCP have consistently sought both to discredit concepts of electoral democracy as alien imports 
linked to foreign subversion and Western hegemonism,15 as well as ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ own role as 
ƛƴŘƛǎǇŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΦ16 In searching for an alternative to political 
concepts that threaten the PaǊǘȅΩǎ ƎǊƛǇ ƻƴ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ indigenous tradition of Confucian social 
philosophy presents the authorities with an attractive alternative ideological construct. 
 

 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻƴ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ άSocialist IŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 

 
The CCP has announced a very ambitious (if also vague) set of goals as part of its plan to construct a 

ά{ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ IŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ όᴪҺӈ ᴪ / Shehui Zhuyi Hexie Shehui) by the year 2020. A 
summary of these goals as publicized by the CCP Central Committee in 2006 is as follows:  
 
To the year 2020, the goals and central tasks of building a Socialist Harmonious Society are:  
 

¶ To further perfect the legal institutions of socialist democracy, to achieve comprehensive fulfillment 

of the fundamental plan to administer the country by rule of law;  

¶ To achieve practical respect and protection for the rights of the people;  

¶ To gradually reduce the development gap between urban and rural regions, to establish income 

distribution patterns in an equitable and orderly fashion, and to increase household wealth, to let the 

people experience a more prosperous life;  

¶ To provide for fuller employment, and build a basic social safety net for rural residents;  

¶ Further improve basic public services, government management, and service standards;  

¶ Foster clear improvements in the quality of ideological morality, scientific culture, and health 

throughout the entire country, and make progress in positive moral customs and harmonious 

interpersonal relationships;  

¶ Strengthen vitality in our entire society, and create new patterns of national construction;  

¶ Further perfect the social management system, and improve social order;  

¶ Make notable improvements to efficiency in the use of natural resources, and to the condition of the 

natural environment;  

                                                           
14

 ²ƛƭƭȅ [ŀƳΣ ά.ŜƛƧƛƴƎ ²ŀǊȅ ƻŦ Ψ/ƻƭƻǊ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΩ {ǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘκbƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣέ China Brief, Vol. 11 Issue 3, 
February 10, 2011. 
15

 CƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ //t ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ άƘŜƎŜƳƻƴƛǎƳέ ς and on U.S. hegemonism in particular ς 
ǎŜŜΥ ¸ƻƴƎ 5ŜƴƎΣ άIŜƎŜƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΥ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣέ Political Science 
Quarterly, Vol. 116, No. 3, 2001. 
16

 For a broader consideration of the factors motivating the control of information by the Chinese authorities, see: 
Lŀƴ .ǳǊǳƳŀΣ ά.ŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ .ŀǊōŀǊƛŀƴǎΣέ Wall Street Journal, January 29, 2010; and U.S.-China Economic 
and Security Review Commission, 2008 Annual Report to Congress (Washington, DC: November 2008), pp. 293-
295. 
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¶ Achieve the goal of extending a comparatively high standard of living to a population of over a billion 

people, working hard to create for all the People harmonious relations and a situation of "from each 

according to his abilities, to each according to his needs." 17 

These emphases on the benevolent concern that the authorities feel for the common man, and on 
harmonious relations within a properly ordered society, mesh quite readily with traditional Confucian 
concepts of social order. ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜǿŦƻǳƴŘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ of Confucian themes and iconography is 
set against the backdrop of tƘƛǎ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ά{ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ IŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ.έ  
 

 
Confucius in the 2008 Olympics Opening Ceremonies 
 
¢ƘŜ //tΩǎ ƴŜǿŦƻǳƴŘ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎΣ ǿƻǾŜƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ the άƘŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ 
featured prominently in the official themes surrounding the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. This started 
with the worldwide running of the Olympic Torch in spring 2008, which the Chinese government dubbed 
ǘƘŜ άWƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ IŀǊƳƻƴȅέ18 ς a title made ironic by scuffles between human rights protestors and pro-
PRC counter-protestors in torch relay locations such as London, Paris, and Seoul, as well as by the tw/Ωǎ 
furious reaction to these protests.19 
 
The Confucian themes were even more prominent in the opening ceremonies for the Games, where the 
CCP Confucian themes of order and social harmony were played out in tremendous spectacle. One of 
the many acts of the ceremonies featured the march into the arena of a massive choir dressed as 
disciples of Confucius, waving bamboo slips of text and chanting quotations from The Analects (image 
on following page). The visual pageantry was supplemented by commentary from a narrator on the wise 
advice that Confucius had provided on how to achieve order and harmony in society.20 

                                                           
17

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ сǘƘ tƭŜƴŀǊȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ мсǘƘ 
/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜέ ό  / Zhongguo Gongchandang di Shiliu 

Jie Zhongyang Weiyuanhui di Liu ci Quanti Huiyi Gongbao), Xinhua News Service, October 11, 2006. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/politics/2006-10/11/content_5190605.htm  (accessed April 12, 2011). Translation by 

ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ ά⌠ ԋ 0ԋ 0 ̆ ᴪҺӈ ᴪ Һ ᴋⱵ ̔ ᴪҺӈ

Һ └ ⱴ ̆ᶭ ⌠ῃ ֲ̆ ⌠℗ Ḡ ̕ Ӡȁ 

ל ̆ ῀№ ̆ ֟ ⱴֲ̆ ҉ ⱴ

̕ ᴪ ҙ ᾟ№̆ Ӡ ᴪḠ ᵣ ̕ Ὲ῍ Ⱶᵣ ⱴ ̆

Ⱶ ̕ῃ ȁ ẫ ̆ ȁ

 ֲ ῏ ѿ ̕ῃ ᴪ⇔ ⱬ ̆⇔ ̕ ᴪ ᵣ ⱴ ̆

ᴪ ̕ ≠ ̆ ̕  ῃ ₃ֲַ

ᴪ ̆ꜜⱬ ῃᵣֲ ῒ ȁ ῒ Ȃέ 
18

 άCƻǊƳŜǊ DȅƳƴŀǎǘ [ƛ bƛƴƎ [ƛƎƘǘǎ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ /ŀǳƭŘǊƻƴΣέ Official Website of the Beijing 2008 Torch Relay (in English), 
posting dated August 9, 2008. http://torchrelay.beijing2008.cn/en/journey/beijing/news/n214518885.shtml. 
19

 CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ ǘƻǊŎƘ ǊŜƭŀȅΣ ǎŜŜΥ ά{ŎǳŦŦƭŜ ŀǘ 
{ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ ¢ƻǊŎƘ [ŜƎΣέ BBC News Online, April 27, 2008, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7369471.stm; 
and Associated PressΣ άtŀǊƛǎ tǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ CƻǊŎŜ /ŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊŎƘ wŜƭŀȅΣέ aŀȅ сΣ нллуΦ CƻǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
indications that Chinese government officials were involved in organizing counter-demonstrators at the torch 
relays, see: U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission, 2009 Annual Report to Congress (Washington, 
DC: November 2009), pp. 164-165.  
20

 !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллу .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǎ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
National Broadcasting Corporation, August 8, 2008. Unless otherwise noted, all discussion of the ceremonies is 
drawn from this source.  

http://news.xinhuanet.com/politics/2006-10/11/content_5190605.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7369471.stm


9 
 

 

 
Image: In the opening ceremonies for the 2008 Beijing Olympics, performers  

dressed as Confucian scholars enter the arena, chanting quotations from The Analects (Lun Yu) of Confucius. 
Source: Official Website of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. 

http://en.beijing2008.cn/ceremonies/photos/openingceremony/performances/n214518906.shtml. 

 
The themes of order and harmony were reinforced when the disciples of Confucius were followed by a 
panorama of rising and falling blocks, intended to represent the blocks of a giant, animated printing 
press. Commenting at one point on the undulating blocks of the printing press, the narration noted the 
similarity of these movements with that of wind blowing across a field, and that Chinese viewers would 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǇƘƻǊƛǎƳ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎts 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘΦέ The blocks then worked collectively to produce a giant version of the 

character  [he], ƻǊ άƘŀǊƳƻƴȅέ ς ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ άIŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ (image below). 
To further underscore this themeΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άώǘϐƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅΧ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
only hoǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΦέ    
 

 
Image: In the opening ceremonies for the 2008 Beijing Olympics, performers moving blocks representing the 

characters of a printing press use them to form ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ άƘŀǊƳƻƴȅέ ό / he). 

Source: http://olympics.about.com/od/thedayinpictures/ig/Image-Gallery---August-8--2008/Have-a-Look-Inside.htm. 
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Confucius in the Cineplex 
 
The Chinese government further promoted Confucius as a national icon in the 2009 film Confucius (Kong 
Zi). A big-budget extravaganza produced by the state-owned China Film Group Corporation (CFGC), the 
historical epic starred veteran Hong Kong film star Chow Yun-Fat in the title role. The film generated 
international attention at the time of its release in January 2010, when Chinese officials ς to include 
CFGC, which also exercises regulatory authority over some aspects of the film industry ς ordered the 
highly popular American film Avatar to be pulled from many theaters to make room on more screens for 
Confucius.21  
 

 
Image: A promotional poster for the 2009 Chinese state-produced film Confucius (Kong Zi).  

Source: Official Confucius film website (in Chinese). http://kongzi.sina.com.cn/jian/index.html. 

 
The reasons for this step were not made clear, but may reflect a mixture of political and financial 
motives on the part of the authorities. Propaganda officials certainly wished to promote the film as part 
of their broader campaign to advance CCP Confucianism, and CFGC may also have wished to push aside 
a foreign rival for box office revenue. By some accounts, CCP propaganda officials also became alarmed 
that some of the themes in Avatar ς in which aliens fight back against human invaders intent on seizing 
their world ς might remind viewers of land seizures within China, and thereby inspire social unrest.22 
However, by late January 2010 weak ticket sales for Confucius relative to the heavy demand for 
showings of Avatar convinced the authorities to relent, and the aliens of planet Pandora returned to 
many of the screens from which the ancient Chinese philosopher had earlier ejected them.23 
 

                                                           
21

 {ƘŀǊƻƴ [ŀCǊŀƴƛŜǊŜΣ ά/Ƙƛƴŀ /ǳǊǘŀƛƭǎ wǳƴ ƻŦ Ψ!ǾŀǘŀǊΩ ŀǎ Lǘ Cƛƭƭǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊǎΣέ New York Times, January 19, 2010. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/20/world/asia/20china.html. 
22

 !ƴŘǊŜǿ IƻǳƎƘΣ ά!ǾŀǘŀǊ .ŀƴƴŜŘ ōȅ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ {ŜƴǎƻǊǎ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ tƭƻǘ Ψ/ƻǳƭŘ /ŀǳǎŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ¦ƴǊŜǎǘΩΣέ The Independent 
(Ireland), January 19, 2010. http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/film-cinema/avatar-banned-by-chinese-
sensors-because-plot-could-cause-civil-unrest-2021043.html. 
23

 {ƘŀǊƻƴ [ŀCǊŀƴƛŜǊŜΣ ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ½Ŝŀƭ ŦƻǊ Ψ!ǾŀǘŀǊΩ /ǊƻǿŘǎ hǳǘ Ψ/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎΩΣέ New York Times, January 29, 2010. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/30/business/global/30avatar.html?_r=1&partner=rss&emc=rss. 
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Confucian Values as an Antidote to Corruption? 
 
Along with its informational campaign to promote Confucius as a cultural icon, the CCP in recent years 
has tried to wrap itself in the mantle of the Confucian virtues.  The Party is fully aware of the impact on 
its public image caused by deep and systemic corruption within the party/state. 24 In an October 2009 
article directed at CCP officials titled ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ /ŀŘǊŜǎ aǳǎǘ .Ŝ ¦ǇǊƛƎƘǘΣ WǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ LƴŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛōƭŜΣέ 
CCP Organization Department Director Li Yuanchao stated that 
 
In recent years, some cadres -- especially a group of leading cadres -- successively displayed the problem 
of corruption, creating a very bad impression amongst the masses. Experience reminds us again and 
again that maintaining the upright, just, and incorruptible nature of our cadres is a challenge to our 
party of an historic nature.25 
 
In response, the CCP has undertaken sustained propaganda efforts to depict its officials, and particularly 
the top leadership, as aggressive corruption fighters who adhere to the Confucian values of propriety, 
ethical behavior, self-discipline and cultivation, and dedicated public service. The central leadership and 
the CCP propaganda authorities have tried a number of campaigns to inculcate these values in both the 
general public and the Party ranks. One such effort was the short-ƭƛǾŜŘ ά9ƛƎƘǘ IƻƴƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƛƎƘǘ 

5ƛǎƎǊŀŎŜǎέ [  , ῇҩҹ  / Ba Ge Wei Rong, Ba Ge Wei Chi] Campaign of 2006, which was 

ǘƻǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀǎ ŀ άƴŜǿ ƳƻǊŀƭ ȅŀǊŘǎǘƛŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΦέ26  
 
The Confucian-esque άEight Honors and Eight Disgracesέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллс ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿŜǊŜ: 
 
1. It is an honor to love the motherland; it is a disgrace to harm the motherland. 

2. It is an honor to serve the people; it is a disgrace to deviate from the people. 

3. It is an honor to uphold science; it is a disgrace to be ignorant. 

4. It is an honor to be industrious; it is a disgrace to be indolent. 

5. It is an honor to work together for mutual benefit; it is a diǎƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜΦ 

6. It is an honor to be honest and trustworthy; it is a disgrace to abandon integrity when tempted. 

7. It is an honor to be disciplined and law-abiding; it is a disgrace to be chaotic and lawless. 

8. It is an honor to work and struggle diligently; it is a disgrace to wallow in luxuries and pleasures.27 

                                                           
24

 For illustrative discussions of the structural nature of corruption in contemporary China, see: Andrew Wedeman, 
ά!ƴǘƛŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀέΣ The Journal of Contemporary China, 
Vol. 14, No. 42, February 2005; TinƎ DƻƴƎΣ άbŜǿ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴέΣ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƻǿŜƭƭ 5ƛǘƳŜǊ 
and Guoli Liu (eds.), /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 5ŜŜǇ wŜŦƻǊƳ (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006), pp. 451-470; and Minxin Pei, 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ¢ǊŀǇǇŜŘ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ (Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press), 2006. 
25

 Li Yuanchao, ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ /ŀŘǊŜǎ aǳǎǘ .Ŝ ¦ǇǊƛƎƘǘΣ WǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ LƴŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛōƭŜέ ό

/Gongchandang de Ganbu Bixu QingzhengLianjie), Study Times (  / Xuexi Ribao) (newspaper of the CCP 

Central Party School), Oct. 22, 2009. Reprinted at http://news.sina.com.cn/c/2009-10-22/141118885536.shtml. 
Translation by the author. 
26

 άbŜǿ aƻǊŀƭ ¸ŀǊŘǎǘƛŎƪΥ Ψу IƻƴƻǊǎΣ у 5ƛǎƎǊŀŎŜǎΩΣϦ Official Web Porǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ, April 5, 
2006. http://www.gov.cn/english/2006-04/05/content_245361.htm. 
27

 ¢Ǌŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳΥ άbŜǿ aƻǊŀƭ ¸ŀǊŘǎǘƛŎƪΥ Ψу IƻƴƻǊǎΣ у 5ƛǎƎǊŀŎŜǎΩΣϦ Official Web Portal of 
ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ (in English), April 5, 2006. http://www.gov.cn/english/2006-

http://news.sina.com.cn/c/2009-10-22/141118885536.shtml
http://www.gov.cn/english/2006-04/05/content_245361.htm
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The CCP Organization Department ς which handles senior-level appointments throughout the party, 
government, media, academia, and state-owned industry28 ς has similarly issued regular and highly 
public exhortations to CCP officials to άensure an incorrupt atmosphere and healthy work style by 
upholding justice, fairness, and princiǇƭŜǎΧ the key to selecting the virtuous and employing the able lies 
in being fair and upright [while also having] the courage to fight various unhealthy tendencies and start 
with being strict with themselves.έ29  Li Yuanchao has also warned officials against the temptations of 
άǾǳƭƎŀǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎΣ30 both of these being frequent and colorful elements of 
corruption cases in China.  
 
It is doubtful that such exhortations have much impact: corruption within the party/state is deep and 
systemic, and slogans and mandatory Party study sessions do not put much of a dent in the practical 
incentives for corrupt and rent-seeking behavior.31 It does, however, demonstrate how deeply the 
concept of the mass campaign is rooted in the institutional culture of the CCP, as well as the imperative 
of the CCP leadership to project an image of being serious about dealing with corruption and improving 
the quality of public services ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
04/05/content_245361.htm; and Li Zhongjie (deputy director of the CCP Central Committee Party History Research 

Office), "The Scientific Inner Meaning of the Eight Honors and Eight Disgraces" (ῇ ῇ ῤ  / Ba Rong Ba 
Chi de Kexue Neihan), Chinese Communist Party News Online (in Chinese), April 11, 2006. 
http://theory.people.com.cn/GB/40555/4288278.html (accessed April 15, 2011).  
28

 wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀŎƎǊŜƎƻǊΣ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊǘȅ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊΣέ Financial Times, September 30, 2009. 
29

 ά{ǳƳƳŀǊȅΥ [ƛ ¸ǳŀƴŎƘŀƻ /ŀƭƭǎ CƻǊ 5ƻƛƴƎ DƻƻŘ Wƻō ƛƴ wŜŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŀǊǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎΣέ Xinhua News Service (in 
Chinese), March 1, 2011. Open Source Center document CPP20110301074014. www.opensource.gov.  
30
άLi Yuanchao ( ): Party Cadres Not Allowed to Enter Vulgar PlacesΣέ China Digital Times, October 22, 2009. 

http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2009/10/li-yuanchao-%E6%9D%8E%E6%BA%90%E6%BD%AE-party-cadres-not-
allowed-to-enter-vulgar-places. 
31

 For illustrative discussions of the structural nature of corruption in contemporary China, see: Andrew Wedeman, 
ά!ƴǘƛŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀέΣ The Journal of Contemporary China, 
±ƻƭΦ мпΣ bƻΦ пнΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нллрΤ ¢ƛƴƎ DƻƴƎΣ άbŜǿ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴέΣ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ƻǿŜƭƭ 5ƛǘƳŜǊ 
and Guoli Liu (eds.), /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 5ŜŜǇ wŜŦƻǊƳ (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006), pp. 451-470; and Minxin Pei, 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ¢ǊŀǇǇŜŘ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ (Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press), 2006. 

Image: A promotional ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά9ƛƎƘǘ IƻƴƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƛƎƘǘ 5ƛǎƎǊŀŎŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
interest at the highest levels, stating that CCP General Secretary Hu Jintao unveiled the concept in a speech at 

ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛǾŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  
Source: Xinhua News Service. http://news.xinhuanet.com/forum/200603/21/content_4322424.htm. 

http://theory.people.com.cn/GB/40555/4288278.html
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2009/10/li-yuanchao-%e6%9d%8e%e6%ba%90%e6%bd%ae-party-cadres-not-allowed-to-enter-vulgar-places/
http://news.xinhuanet.com/forum/200603/21/content_4322424.htm
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Confucius on Tiananmen Square 
 
The official favor bestowed upon Confucius was further asserted in early January 2011, when a 9.5 
meter (31 foot) statue of the philosopher was unveiled by the north gate of the Chinese National 
Museum in Beijing (image below). The statue faced upon the mausoleum of Mao Zedong in the center 
of the square, and the portrait of Mao on the Forbidden City at the opposite side of the square. As 
described by the sculptor, "In our social transformation period, we needed a cultural monument to pass 
down our traditional culture, which was represented by Confucius."32 
 

 
Crowds stroll past a newly-erected statue of Confucius at the north gate of the Chinese National Museum on 
/ƘŀƴƎΩ!ƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƛƴ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΦ {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ tǊŜǎǎ ǇƘƻǘƻΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ {ǘŀǘǳŜ {Ƙƻǿǎ ¦Ǉ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 

TianŀƴƳŜƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣέ Huffington Post, posting dated Jan. 14, 2011. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/14/confucius-statue-tiananmen-square_n_809038.html. 

 
The National Museum itself reopened in the spring of 2011 following an extensive three-year renovation 
intended, at least in part, to make it the largest museum in the world. During the renovation period, the 
contents of the museuƳΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ drew close attention from officials of the CCP Central 
Propaganda Department, resulting in displays that closely Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
stressing the glories of ancient Chinese civilization, ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ рс ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
/Ƙƛƴŀ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛƻǳǎƭȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ aŀƻ-era catastrophes of the 
Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution.33   
 
The statue of Confucius was suddenly moved during the evening of April 20, 2011, from its prominent 
position overlooking Tiananmen Square to a much less visible location in a sculpture garden on the west 
side of the National Museum. Despite an official ceremony in January to mark the unveiling of the 
statue, following the removal of the statue museum officials stated that the sculpture garden had 
always been its intended ultimate location, and that the positioning of the statue overlooking 

                                                           
32

 .ŀƛ ·ǳΣ ²ŀƴƎ IŀƛȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /Ƙǳŀƛ ·ƛŀƻȅǳΣ ά{ǘŀǘǳŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ 9ǊŜŎǘŜŘ bŜŀǊ ¢ƛŀƴϥŀƴƳŜƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣέ Xinhua News 
Service (in English), January 12, 2011. http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2011-01/12/c_13687988.htm. 
33

 Lŀƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ ά!ǘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ bŜǿ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ¢ƻŜǎ tŀǊǘȅ [ƛƴŜΣέ New York Times, April 3, 2011. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/04/world/asia/04museum.html?pagewanted=1&_r=3. 
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Tiananmen Square had been a temporary arrangement.34 This explanation drew skepticism from many 
Chinese online commentators.35 The sudden removal of the statue ς at night, with no prior 
announcement ς does suggest a behind-the-scenes political decision. One plausible explanation is that 
some Party leaders may have disliked the potentially perceived symbolism of Confucius presenting a 
direct challenge to the legacy of Mao Zedong, his former Cultural Revolution-era persecutor facing him 
across the opposite end of the square.36 However, this is speculative, and the exact reasons for the 
abrupt relocation of the statue are unknown.  
 

The Selection of Virtuous Confucian Scholar-Officials 
 
In recent years the CCP has also conducted managed experiments with selecting and promoting officials  
either through tightly limited internal elections, or even from beyond the ranks of the CCP party-state 
bureaucracy. These efforts have been publicized as part of a larger effort ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ άƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ 
ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ to buiƭŘ άƛƴƴŜǊ-party democracyΦέ37 Some of these efforts fit in well with the 
evolving themes of CCP Confucianism: traditional state Confucian ideology was never democratic, but it 
did emphasize the selection of officials based on probity, talent, and education, no matter their original 
station in life. 
 
Lƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ CǳƧƛŀƴ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ мт 
officials to postings in the province, to include university presidents and senior positions in state-owned 
enterprises and government ministries. Conducted outside of the traditionally opaque CCP appointment 
process, this system has been described as   
 
άΧŀƭƭƻǿώƛƴƎϐ ƻǇŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
selection based on merit rather than ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΧ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ мΣусо ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ом ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ IƻƴƎ YƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΦ Wƻō 
requirements and qualifications were published in various media outlets, applications were screened and 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΧ {ƛȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
Fujian and 15 hold masters or doctorate degrees. Their average age is 40.1 τ far younger than the 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΦέ38 
 
Reportedly, more than one-third of Chinese provincial and municipal governments used a variant of this 
process in 2010 to choose talented officials for mid-level postings in party or state organizations, with 
400 individuals being thus selected.39 For a public disenchanted by revelations of public corruption and 
malfeasance, such a process of appointments based on talent rather than connections makes for 
excellent government publicity.  
 

                                                           
34

 ά{ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ aƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ [Ŝǎǎ tǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ Economic Observer Online, April 21, 2011. 
http://www.eeo.com.cn/ens/homepage/haedlinescanner/2011/04/21/199530.shtml. 
35

 ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ {ǘŀǘǳŜ aƻǾŜ tǊƻƳǇǘǎ hƴƭƛƴŜ {ǘƛǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΣέAgence France-Presse, April 21, 2011. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20110421/wl_asia_afp/chinaculturepoliticsconfuciusstatue. 
36

 !ƴŘǊŜǿ WŀŎƻōǎΣ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ {ǘŀǘǳŜ ±ŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ bŜŀǊ ¢ƛŀƴŀƴƳŜƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣέNew York Times, April 22, 2011. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/23/world/asia/23confucius.html. 
37

 /ƘŜƴƎ [ƛΣ άCǊƻƳ {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΚΥ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 9ƭƛǘŜǎΣέ China 
Leadership Monitor, No. 26, Fall 2008. 
38

 ά! tŀǊŀŘƛƎƳ {ƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣέ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ CƻǊŜŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ό{¢w!¢ChwύΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мсΣ нлмм. 
39

 ά! tŀǊŀŘƛƎƳ {ƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣέ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ CƻǊŜŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ό{¢w!¢ChwύΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мсΣ нлммΦ 
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However, it remains to be seen how influential the program will prove to be in the long run. It remains a 
trial program (albeit one being tried in many locations), and like many of its cousins its long-term 
prospects are still uncertain: For example, limited village elections were instituted in China as early as 
the late 1980s, but have not transformed the political landscape.40 Furthermore, questions remain about 
the details of the vetting process (i.e., Is Party membership a de facto prerequisite? Is the process still 
liable to backroom decision-making? etc.).  There remains good reason to be skeptical as to whether the 
CCP would truly let go of its traditional nomenklatura system41 whereby the CCP Organization 
Department maintains tight control over influential appointments in the party-state-SOE hierarchy.42 
 
The positions ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛǾŜΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άŘŜǇǳǘȅ Ǉƻǎǘǎ 
τ corresponding chief posts are still being filled mainly by appointees, as are lower-level posts 
responsible for important government functions such as taxing, propagaƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΦέ43  
Furthermore, these appointments are still subject to selection by CCP cadres, who will be looking to 
guard their own personal and institutional interests ς and who may also feel the very strong 
gravitational pulls of familial, factional, and patronage linkages as they make decisions on personnel 
appointments. Even for the most sincere and high-minded public servants, all of this creates a real risk 
of bureaucratic capture, and/or of such appointments being made more for show than for substance. 
 
However, the process may yet prove to have some genuine benefit for increasing governing capacity in 
certain areas of public service. Although the CCP revival of Confucianism is a propaganda theme 
intended to buttress the position of the ruling party, it would be a mistake to discount the desire of the 
//t ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ άƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΣέ ƛŦ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǎŜƭŦ-
preservation. Time will tell whether or not the Party is truly able to raise up a more talented group of 
Confucian scholar-official servants of the state, or if this program will prove itself to be a public relations 
exercise lacking in real substance. 

                                                           
40

 For a discussion of the limited impact of village elections on PRC politics, see: Minxin Pei, /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ¢ǊŀǇǇŜŘ 
Transition: The Limits of Developmental Autocracy (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006), pp. 72-80. 
41

 The term nomenklatura όƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀƴΣ άƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƴŀƳŜǎέύ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
in the party/state bureaucracy of a Communist state, over which the Communist Party maintains direct control. 

The term as actually used in Chinese is (  / zhiwu mingcheng biao). For discussion of the functioning of 

the nomenklatura ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ǎŜŜΥ WƻƘƴ tΦ .ǳǊƴǎΣ ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ bƻƳŜƴƪƭŀǘǳǊŀ {ȅǎǘŜƳΣέ Problems of Communism, 
Sept.-hŎǘΦ мфутΤ {ŜōŀǎǘƛŜƴ IŜƛƭƳŀƴƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ bƻƳŜƴƪƭŀǘǳǊŀ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΣέ China Analysis, No. 1, June 2000, 
http://www.chinapolitik.de/studien/china_analysis/analysis1.pdfΤ ŀƴŘ Iƻƴ {Φ /ƘŀƴΣ ά/ŀŘǊŜ tŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ 
Management in China: The Nomenklatura System, 1990-мффуΣέ The China Quarterly,  No. 179, 2004. 
42

 The author is also indebted to Daniel Hartnett for his comments in regards to the nomenklatura system and 
personnel aǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ !ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŜƴƎ [ƛΣ άChinese leaders continue to claim, explicitly rather than implicitly, 
that the CCP is entitled to decide on major personnel appointments within the government. The defining feature 
of the Chinese political system has been, and continues to be, its Leninist structure, in which the state operates as 
the executor of decisions made by the Party. Although from time to time some top Chinese leaders have called for 
greater separation between the Party and the state and for more political participation from the public and social 
groups, the main objective of Chinese authorities has been, and is, the consolidation and revitalization of the Party 
leadership rather than the revision of the Leninist party-ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ {ŜŜΥ Cheng LiΣ άFrom Selection to Election?: 
9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 9ƭƛǘŜǎΣέ China Leadership Monitor, No. 26, Fall 2008. For a 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ //t hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŜŜΥ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀŎƎǊŜƎƻǊΣ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊǘȅ 
OrgŀƴƛǎŜǊΣέ Financial Times, September 30, 2009; and Richard MacGregor, ¢ƘŜ tŀǊǘȅΥ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
Communist Rulers όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ b¸Υ IŀǊǇŜǊ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ нлмлύΣ ŎƘŀǇΦ оΣ ά¢ƘŜ YŜŜǇŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛƭŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ tŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
tŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΣέ ǇǇΦ тл-103.  
43

 ά! tŀǊŀŘƛƎƳ {ƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣέ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ CƻǊŜŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ό{¢w!¢ChwύΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мсΣ нлммΦ 
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Confucius Abroad 
 
The name and iconography of Confucius have also been widely invoked by the Chinese government in 
the messages that it promotes to foreign audiences. As talk of socialism and Marxism have nearly 
ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ-oriented public diplomacy (if not from its domestic discourse), Confucius 
is increasingly held up to foreign audiences as an exemplaǊȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ  
.ȅ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
as centers for teaching Mandarin language and Chinese culture courses.44 By the end of 2010, there 
were a total of 322 άConfucius Institutesέ όŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎύ and осф άConfucius Classroomsέ 
(affiliated with primary schools) in 96 different countries. In the United States, there are currently 73 
Confucius Institutes and 51 Confucius Classrooms, the most of any country. 45  In 2009, over 260,000 
registered students attended these institutes (a twofold increase from the previous year),46  and over 
17,000 Chinese teachers and volunteers have reportedly been sent to Confucius Institutes between 
2005 and early 2011.47   
 
¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜέ 
 
However, while the rapid growth of the Confucius Institutes program has been impressive, the official 
ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǇǊŜŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƎƻŜǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ the use 
of his name in the Confucius Institutes program. In contrast to the success of the Confucius Institutes, 
not all of these public diplomacy efforts have been so successful. 
 
The government of the PRC reacted to the awarding of the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize to imprisoned 
dissident intellectual Liu Xiaobo with histrionic outrage and paranoia, to the extent of depicting it as part 
of an international conspiracy directed against the country. The PRC state press stated that άmany 
Chinese feel the [Nobel] ǇŜŀŎŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
question whether the Nobel Peace Prize has been degraded to a political tool that serves an anti-China 
purpose. Instead of peace and unity in China, the Nobel committee would like to see the country split by 
ŀƴ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊƛŦǘΣ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ȅŜǘΣ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴΦέ48 
 
 

                                                           
44

 The author is grateful to USCC research intern Nathan Beauchamp-Mustafaga for his earlier research work on 
Confucius Institutes, which is adapted for use in this paragraph. 
45

 Hanban (a/k/a the Confucius Institute Headquarters ς a subordinate body of the PRC Ministry of Education, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳύ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ άAbout Confucius Institute/ClassroomΦέ 
http://english.hanban.org/node_10971.htm. 
46

 Iŀƴōŀƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ άAbout Confucius Institute/ClassroomΦέ http://english.hanban.org/node_10971.htm. 
47

 ·ƛƴƘǳŀΣ άaƻǊŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ {ƘƻǳƭŘ Dƻ !ōǊƻŀŘΥ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊΣέ !ǇǊƛƭ млΣ нлммΦ 
48

 άнлмл bƻōŜƭ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜ ŀ 5ƛǎƎǊŀŎŜΣέ Global Times, October 9, 2010. 
http://opinion.globaltimes.cn/editorial/2010-10/580091.html. The awarding of the Nobel Prize to Liu Xiaobo may 
have so alarmed the CCP leadership that, by at least one uncorroborated but plausible account, a Politburo-level 
άƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇέ (lingdao xiaozu) was formed in response. Headed by security czar Zhou Yongkang and 
ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ŎȊŀǊ [ƛ /ƘŀƴƎŎƘǳƴΣ ǘƘŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀƴǘƛ-[ƛǳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ tw/Ωs 
worldwide policy response. See: ά/Ƙƛƴŀ {Ŝǘǎ ¦Ǉ ϥ!ƴǘƛ-[ƛǳ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇϥ ƛƴ ²ŀƪŜ ƻŦ bƻōŜƭ !ǿŀǊŘ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣέ 
Intelligence Online (of France, in English ς a subscription publication on the world of intelligence), December 16, 
2010. For a discussion of the roƭŜ ƻŦ άƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎέ ƛƴ //t ǇƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǎŜŜΥ !ƭƛŎŜ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ ά¢ƘŜ //t /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊƻǳǇǎΣέ China Leadership Monitor, No. 26 Fall 2008. 
http://www.hoover.org/publications/china-leadership-monitor/article/5689. 

http://english.hanban.org/node_7586.htm
http://english.hanban.org/node_7586.htm
http://opinion.globaltimes.cn/editorial/2010-10/580091.html
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As part of the public relations campaign to express its indignation, the PRC created its own άConfucius 
Peace Prizeέ in December 2010. The identity of the nominally private Chinese organization that awarded 
the prize was never made clear in media accounts, and it remains an opaque institution. However, the 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ relationship with the PRC 
Ministry of Culture,49 and invitations to the award ceremony were issued by a division of the Ministry of 
Culture50 ς which is itself under the effective control of the CCP Central Propaganda Department.51 In 
explaining the impetus for the prize, the chairman of the awards committee was quoted as saying that 
Ϧ/Ƙƛƴŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΧ ²Ŝ 
want to promote world peace from an Eastern perspective."52 
 
The first recipient of the award was former Taiwan Vice-President (also former Kuomintang Party 
Chairman) Lien Chan, for his work "[building] a bridge of peace between the mainland and Taiwan."53 
Lien himself was not present at the ceremony, and statements issued by his office disassociated him 
from the award. On the day that the award was announced, a Kuomintang Party spokesman in Taiwan 
responded to media inquiries by issuing a statement that άώǘϐƘŜ Ya¢ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 
would be ƳƻǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦέ 54 With Lien Chan not present at the award ceremony on December 8th, a rather 
nervous and uncomfortable-looking six year-old girl was chosen by the organizers to receive the award 
ƻƴ [ƛŜƴΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦ (image below).  
 

 
The awards ceremony for the ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜΣέ 5ŜŎΦ уΣ нлмлΦ A young girl was selected by the organizers to 

stand in for the winner: former Kuomintang Party Chairman and Taiwan Vice-President Lien Chan, who was not 
present at the ceremony and disassociated himself from the award. Source: AFP photo, provided in Peter Foster, 

ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜΥ bŜǾŜǊ IŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ LǘΣ {ŀȅǎ ²ƛƴƴŜǊΣέ The Telegraph (UK), Dec. 9, 2010. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/8191835/Nobel-Peace-Prize-Confucius-prize-Never-

heard-of-it-says-the-winner.html.  
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 ¢ƛƴƛ ¢ǊŀƴΣ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜΥ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǘƻ !ǿŀǊŘ bƻōŜƭ wƛǾŀƭΣέ Huffington Post, December 8, 2010. 
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 [ƛǳ [ƛƴƭƛƴΣ άbDh /ǊŜŀǘŜǎ ΨtŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜΩΣέ Global Times, December 9, 2011. 
http://china.globaltimes.cn/society/2010-12/600306.html. 
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 Anne-Marie Brady, Marketing Dictatorship: Propaganda and Thought Control Work in Contemporary China 
(Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2008), pp. 16-17. 
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 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ WƛŀƴƎΣ ά/Ƙƛƴŀ ǘƻ IŀƴŘ hǳǘ Lǘǎ hǿƴ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜΣέ CNN.com, December 8, 2010. 
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/12/08/china.confucius.prize. 
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 ¢ƛƴƛ ¢ǊŀƴΣ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ tŜŀŎŜ tǊƛȊŜΥ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǘƻ !ǿŀǊŘ bƻōŜƭ wƛǾŀƭΣέ Huffington Post, December 8, 2010. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/12/08/confucius-peace-prize-china_n_793610.html . 
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 Mo Yan-/ƘƛƘΣ ά[ƛŜƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ 5ŜƴƛŜǎ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ǿŀǊŘΣέ Taipei Times (of Taiwan, in English), December 9, 2010. 
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2010/12/09/2003490461. 
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It is unclear whether the Confucius Prize was initiated to satisfy domestic political constituencies, or if 
CCP officials actually hoped that this could become an effective example of thŜ άǎƻŦǘ ǇƻǿŜǊέ ƛnfluence 
that they eagerly wish to develop for China.55 Although clearly intended as a counter to the Nobel Peace 
tǊƛȊŜΣ ǘƘŜ tw/Ωǎ ƘŀƳ-handed unveiling of this new award prompted far more derision than admiration in 
the international media.56 A transparently political effort in which the PRC government poorly disguised 
its role ς and that was undertaken in the course of a reactive and nearly hysterical public relations 
campaign ς the maiden flight of the Confucius Peace Prize landed with a thud.57    
 
It remains to be seen whether the prize will be offered again in December 2011, or if the CCP leadership 
will decide to quietly retire this embarrassing episode, and allow the Confucius Peace Prize to take its 
place alongside historical curiosities such the Stalin Peace Prize of the former Soviet Union.58 But either 
way, the whole matter does help to illustrate the extent to which the legacy of Confucius has become a 
reflexive symbol seized upon by the CCP when searching for an appealing image of Chinese culture to 
present to audiences both at home and abroad. 
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 CƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ άǎƻŦǘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣέ ǎŜŜΥ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ƘŀƳōŀǳƎƘΣ ά/Ƙƛƴŀ 
CƭŜȄŜǎ Lǘǎ {ƻŦǘ tƻǿŜǊΣέ New York Times, WǳƴŜ тΣ нлмлΤ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {Φ bȅŜ WǊΦΣ ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ wŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ¦ƴŘƻŜǎ Lǘǎ /ƘŀǊƳ 
hŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΣέ Washington Post, March 25, 2011. 
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 !ǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǎŜŜΥ WƻǎƘǳŀ YŜŀǘƛƴƎΣ ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ tǊƛȊŜ 5ŜōŀŎƭŜΣέForeignPolicy.com Passport Blog, 
December 9, 2010. http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2010/12/09/chinas_confucius_prize_debacle. 
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 It is possible, however, that the creation of the prize may have borne some limited propaganda fruit for the CCP 
before the more nationalistic elements of their domestic audience. As one example of this line of thinking, see: Liu 
½ƘƛǉƛƴΣ ά/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ tǊƛȊŜ /ƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ²ŜŀǇƻƴ ƛƴ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ LŘŜŀǎΣέ Global Times, November 17, 2010. 
http://en.huanqiu.com/opinion/commentary/2010-11/592778.html. 
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 The Stalin Peace Prize ς later renamed the Lenin Peace Prize ς was an award bestowed by the Soviet Union on 
Communists and supportive fellow travelers who were not Soviet citizens, but who participated in pro-Soviet 
propaganda efforts or participated in Communist-ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ άǇŜŀŎŜέ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ǎ ŀƴ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΣ ǎŜŜΥ tŀǳƭ wƻōŜǎƻƴΣ άIŜǊŜΩǎ aȅ {ǘƻǊȅ ό¢Ƙƻǳghts on Winning the Stalin Peace 
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Image: China personified as a friendly panda expresses its desire for a harmonious 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ άŀŘǾŜǊǘƻǊƛŀƭέ ƛƴǎŜǊǘ όǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tw/ ǎǘŀǘŜ-owned 

newspaper China Daily) printed in the Washington Post, March 25, 2011.  
Source: Washington Post. 


