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Ambassador Charlene Barshefsky

United States Trade Representative

"Trade policy took a central place in the Clinton Administration’s economic and Joreign
policy, from the earliest days of the President's first term to the most recent debates on
China. It has been a principal means of building America’s remarkable record of prosperity
and growth; it has played a leading role in our response to the revolution in science and
technology; and perhaps most fundamentally, it has helped to create a more stable and
peaceful political architecture for the world after the Cold War."

) - Ambassador Charlene Barshefsky

Charlene Barshefsky was sworn in as the 12th United States Trade Representative (USTR)
on March 17, 1997, after serving as Deputy USTR beginning in 1993 and as Acting USTR
since 1996. As USTR, she is a member of the Cabinet, the President's principal trade
policy advisor and the Clinton Administration's chief trade negotiator. Summing up her
record, President Clinton has called Ambassador Barshefsky "a brilliant negotiator for our
country."

During her tenure, USTR has negotiated over 300 separate trade agreements; achieved
passage of 5 major pieces of trade legislation and 38 smaller bills; initiated over 100
enforcement actions at the WT'O, under NAFTA, and through our domestic trade laws;
and created an entirely new set of institutions and negotiating fora.

In November 1999, Ambassador Barshefsky capped her record of negotiating success with
an historic bilateral market access agreement with China, on the terms for China's
accession to the World Trade Organization, and in September 2000, obtained
Congressional approval of Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR} for China. The
) bilateral agreement is the most comprehensive, detailed and specific trade agreement ever
" negotiated with China, spanning the range of American trade policy concerns from
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* agriculture, to services, industrial goods and fair trade rules. In addition to opening a vast
array of new opportunities to Americans, it will bring aweeping change to China's
economic and trade policies.

Within Ambassador Barshefsky's overall record are a set of signal achievements that have
together reshaped the world trade environment: from NAFTA, to the US-Japan Framework
Agreement and the Uruguay Round that created the WTO; the creation of the annual
APEC Leaders Meeting, with its commitment to free and open trade in the Pacific; the
Summits of the Americas that conceived and launched negotiations for the Free Trade
Area of the Americas; the high-tech agreements of the mid-1990s on Information
Technology, Basic Telecommunications, Financial Services and duty-free cyber-space;
and, in the year 2000 alone, the passage of legislation on Africa and the Caribbean, the
United Statea’ historic trade agreement with Vietnam, the Free Trade Agreement with
Jordan and the launch of FTA negotiations with Singapore and Chile; and the central
achievement of a bilateral agreement on WTO acceasion with China and Congressional
passage of PNTR for China.

Belore joining the Clinton Administration in 1993, Ambassador Barshefsky was a partner
in the Washington, D.C., law firm of Steptoe & Johnson. Ambassador Barshelsky
graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1972 and the Columbus School of Law at
the Catholic University in Washington, D.C. in 1975, earning numerous honors at both
institutions. Ambaasador Barshefaky ia married to Edward B. Cohen and resides in
Washington, D.C. with their two daughters.
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